- il = e
= !: - "1_‘-"“.. 5 s
_ E:ﬂ i e -'l'u. "
e 2| (111 E]I <
L3 _" ;'
= |!" hl..:.- "-.A'.I':"
# :":':-'
[ L. o '
pi —~ .‘l-' ;- e B - '_i'-
51 PETERE CHURCH SWARN MANDIE AMBITRAR HHAN-E-HARA (BMATCA) SRAR ARMARMATH 0

Here comes one who sees God in every one
He is none but God as human!
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University of Jammu

Saba Saheb Ambedkar Read,
Jammu Tawi-180006.

Prof.Zlhur-ud:Dln Dt, Tth July 2000

REGLISTRAR

But on
parmisal

The Chairman,
Shri Saf Bala Szsasthan |
sHIRDI,

Subst~- - Translation of English SAI-SATCHARITRA OF
Shri N, V. Gumnaji inte Urdu,

Refi=  Your No, S3SMS/Chairman/6668/99 dated 28,7.99
. L AR

8ir,
Kindly refer your above mentioned letter addressed t¢
the vide-Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim University in which
request waa xade to the Vice.Chanceller , Aligarh Mualia
University te verify the purity, faithxuincsa, accuracy/
propriety of the Urdu 1an;uage translation rendered by
Shri Buashan Lal Keul ( Kothidar) from original book ef
Shri N,¥.Gunajl, But the Vice Chancellor vide his .0,
letter { Enclosed } requested the Vice Chancellor of
Jammu University to get the authenticity of its contents
verified from some Urdu Scholar of the University of
Jammu keeping in view the original book on which the Urdu
translatior ia baged,
Thua this work was entrusted to me,I was very happy tox
accept the work with the impression that I had only to
correct the language of the tranalationé}andoged by Shri

it Kothidar was although gppreciable yet it needed further

transpired {mprovement and pruning, This took a lot of time, parti-
that the  gularly , my pre=occupations and earlier commitments
translatiohampered ?he work time apd egain as in addition to the

responsibpities of Headahip I am also working as Reglatra:x
®f the Umiveraity of Jammu, However, inspite of all these
e¢ngagements I have almost completed xm the work, Now only
25 to 39 days are required more, g far as I can visualise
if every thiﬁg goec vell it should be ready w2 by 20 th
of August 2002,

Inbonve . Efi::i;//;§egretted.
Y ely,
W

REG )'? ](}/?X/

|
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ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSH Y
ALIGARH-202 002

Vize: Chancellor

Dr. M. RAHMAN 1as., August 12, 1999

M.A.. LL.B. (A¥ahahad), D. LAL (HC-BHUY

You will be happy to meet Shri Bushan Lal Kothidar. He has done a
remarkable work on Ven'ble Sai Baba of Shirdi - His Life and Works. |
have seen the first chapter and introduced some minor corrections and |
was very happy to do this work. Unfortunately Shri Bhushan Lal Kothidar
cannot stay for a very long time otherwise | would have liked to finalise this
work of spiritual edification myself. '

Shri Bushan Lal Kothidar wil' be in Jammu and he is literestes i
going through-the original manuscript of Ven’ble Sai Baba's teachings
with some Urdu knowing person, who can possibly correct tho text as per
the 'spoken Jrdu fanguage. This vork can be done by any gcod researcii’
student or some good teacher. | would stiongly recommend that the

- recuired he ;3 of 2 schiclar of Uridu may be extondad to Shri Kothidar sc that
. this beautiful treatise may lead to sairitual henedictinn »f alar¢2 numboer of

P .
readers,

| have a feeling thot veu would know a very targe number of Urdu
knowing peoeple ond ary Clark or some Urdu Knowing Assistain workiag i
your Univeraity would be aie to sit with Shri Kothidar aru accomplish the
WO, ’ : '

/

With warm regards,
Yours ?lijc Teiy,

—

WO
—

(M. Rahman

Prof. R.R. Sharma,

Vice Chancailor,

University o1 jamrn:.
Babasaheb Ambedkar Road,
Jammu Tawi,

J& K.
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D. M. SUKTHANKAR, 1AS. (Retd)
Chairman s :
Shi Sai Baba Sansthan, SHiH No-SSS. WS CHAIRMAN: £ €€ B:09
DATE:-28/07/1999
To,
~Mr.Mohamud-u-Rahman, IAS,
Vice Chancellor, '
Aligarh University,
ALIGARH
(UTTAR PRADESH)
Dear sir, :
Shri Bushan Lal Kaul (Kothidar)of Jammu Tawi has translated in Urdu
~ language Shri Sai Satcharitra, a book orginally written in English by Shri
N.V.Gunaji and published by our Sansthan. Shri Kau! has requested the
Sansthan to publish his Urdu translation as he does not have the financial
means to do so. '

In order to arrive at a decision whether Shri Kaul's request may be
acceded to and the Urdu translation (submitted by him in manuscript fodm)may
be published by the Sansthan, itis necessary to have the said Urdu translation
thoroughly scrutinised by an acknowledged, reliable, expert in Urdu language
for verifying the purity and faithfulness of the translation, both from the point
of view of the accuracy/propriety of the language(Urdu) and the authenticity
of its contents vis-a-vis the contents of the original English version on which -
it is based. o '

We shall be most grateful if you could kindly arrange to have the
detailed scrutiny/verification as mentioned above done and the opinion based
thereon conveyed to us. o

- Mr.Kaul himself is carrying this letter with him so that he can hand it
over to you (along with his Urdu manuscript and Shri Gunaiji"s English book)
and explain the position. We shall await your kind response to our aforesaid
request;éarly as possible. :

Youps faithfujly.
A
(DM suﬁn—\awmrzw

CHAIRMAN
SHRI SAIBABA SANSTHAN. SHIRL:

wifk W - -
uﬁ, L MWJ.[J E&«»ULLQMMW)/

Torumi Tawt. 6
_______.————‘—'—F- .
i - Tel.: 412 25 61
i Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar, Bombay 400014,
ita I& 'P:st - Shirdi, Taluka - Kopargaon, Dist. - Anmednagar - 423 1‘09. Tel. ; 65225/55226/55175
Res. : 'Priya’, 5th Floor, 9, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan Road, Worli Sea Face,
Bombay - 400 025. Tel.: 403 6522, 492 3655
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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure in wiriting a few lines as a Foreword
to this beautiful treatise about Ven'ble Sai Baba of Shirdi translated
into Urdu by Shri Bushan Lal Kaul (Kothidar) from English (Sai
Satcharita) of Shri Nagesh Vasudev Gunaji.

There is a story to — how I came to see the mansuscript.

On Shri Kothidar's request Shri D.M. Sukhthankar, IAS,
Chairman, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi sent this Urdu translation to
Vice Chancellor Aligarh Muslim University "for verifying its purity,
accuracy and faithfulness" vis-a-vis the original English text. After
correcting some pages the Vice Chancellor sent the rest of the work
to Dr. Zahur-u-Din Head of the Department of Urdu and Registrar
Jammu University through Vice Chancellor Jammu University.
After the needful was done by Dr. Zahur it was passed on me for
necessary pruning which I have done with minute care and devotion,
I had the impact the book has made on the minds of people
irrespective of caste and creed in mind and did the assigned work
with great pleasure. Vice Chancellor Aligarh Muslim University and
Registrar Jammu University, both have appreciated Shri Kothidar's
pointed faith and devotion to Sai-Baba, the Saint of Shirdi. I endorse
their views. By his hard labour he has indeed rendered outstanding
service to the Baba and lakhs of Baba's devotees who know only
Urdu and desire to know Baba and pay tribute to him.

I hope that Shri Sai Nath's devotees will wlecome this very
praiseworthy effort made by Sh. Kothidar. He has done well by not
translating it word for word. But the affinities and subject matter is
the same as the original English ( of Shri N.V. Gunaji.)

May Sai Baba, the most potent spiritual force today, mould and
transform the life of the spiritual aspirants, who love him and seek his
guidance and blessings.

Sd/-
(Dr. Mushtag Ahmad Wani)
M.A. Ph. D. (Urdu Scholar)
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of gratitude to my wife Veena Ji Kaul Kothidar, who has

been a fellow adventurer and a tower of strength in pursing

this project.

I assign the copyright of this book to Shri Sai Sansthan,
Shridi. They are hereby permitted to reprint the book or
transmit it in any form by any means, electronic, chemical,
mechanical, optical, photocopying or any other form. The
film and negatives of the offset are also assigned to them.
All sale proceeds, royalty or profit from the book may be
given to the “FREE PRASADALY LANGAR OF SAI
BABA AT SHRIDI. ” I request Shri Sai Sansthan to send it
to the corners of the globe to people of all religions and
countries, who are thirsting for Baba’s life story in Urdu.

Bushan Lal Kaul Kothidar

60 Bhagwati Nagar
Jammu Tawi,
Ph: 0191-438581,

554118
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from Maharashtra (Kolhapur). Baba being an incarnation of

Lord Dattatreya Muneshawar it is obvious that my links with
Him are not coincidental.

I thank all those who helped in the production of this
book.

* Shri D.M. Sukhtankar [.A.S. (Retd.) Chairman Sai
Sansthan, Shri Subhash Jagtap, Aministrative Officer, and
trustees of Shri Sai Sansthan, Shridi for their
encouragement and unconditional acceptance of the
project. )

* Dr. M. Rahman, [.A.S Ex. V.C. Aligarh Muslim
University now Secretary Partliamentry Affairs Govt. of

India.
* Prof. R.R. Sharma Vice Chancellor Jammu university Dr.

Zahur-ud-Din Registrar Jammu university and Dr.
Mushtaq Ahmed Wani for the correction and
authentication of the manuscript.

* Shri S.N. Thusoo, Financial Advisor (Retd.) Dr. R.L.
Shant who helped me painstakingly in compilation of

this book for publication.
* Shri S.A.S. Qadri ILA.S (Retd.) Shri P.Patnaik [.F.S.

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests J&K State. Shri
M.K. Kaw, I.A.S. Secretary Department of Secondary and
Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Govt. of India. They have encouraged me
at every stage for publishing of this book.

% Shri Joginder Lal Kuthiala of Jammu for helping in the
. free Supply of the first 500 copies of the book to the Shri
- Sai Sansthan Shridi.

% Shri Nazeer Ahmad, Proprietor, J K. Offset Printing press,
- Jama Masjid Delhi. |

* Last but not least, I would like to acknowledge my sense
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better to consult an expert in the Urdu language, in order to
guarantee the accuracy of the translation and its authenticity
with reference to the original English version of Sh. N.V.
Gunaji. Thus it was Shri D.M. Sukhtankar Chairman Sai
Sanasthan referred the manuscript to Dr. M. Rahman LA S,
Vice Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim University. But not before
he had offered me Baba’s special shawl and prasad in the

Smadhi mandir Shirdi.
Armed with Shri Sukhtankar’s letter, I presented myself

at Aligarh, where Dr. Rahman received me with considerable
affection. He started making a few corrections in the
manuscript himself but soon realized that it was a
monumental task. He offered to refer it to an expert, but as
my presence was also vital, I would have had to stay in
Aligarh for at least six months. I requested Dr. Rahman to
refer me to the Jammu University, which he graciously did.

Prof. R.R. Sharma, Vice Chancellor, Jammu University
requestd Dr. Zahur-ud-Din Registrar and Head of the
Depratment of Urdu to have look at the translation. Dr. Zahur,
being busy with his other work and responsibilities, took
about 1%2 years correcting the manuscript and then referred
it to Dr. Mushtaq Ahmed Wani M.A. Phd (Urdu Scholar) for
the final Pruning. He was pleased to write a Foreword. Thus
it is, dear reader, that final version is now ready for your
eyes.

I would like to dedicate the book to the memory of the
fortunate associates of Shri Sai Baba, although they have
already left their mortal bodies, yet their vibrant voice echoe
in the Samadhi Mandir Hall of Shridi.

I pay obeisance to the memory of my parents late Smt.
Vanmali Kaul Kothidar and late Shri Dina Nath Kaul
Kothidar. They told me when I was a child that we were
from the “DATTATREYA GOTRA? and our ancestors came
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- It occurred to me that the descendants of Abdullah Baba
- a close associate of Sai Baba might have a book in Urdu, but
“when I met his great grandsons Gani Bhai and Hamid Bhai,
-1 found that they knew only Marathi. They did unearth a
“Dastawez” in Urdu penned by Abdullah Baba in his own
“hand during his life time when he was with Sai Baba for
- about 30 years in Dawarka Masjid and Chawadi Mandir, but
although [ tried very hard to decipher what was written on
: the half-torn pages, I could not understand a word.

. Enquiries from Shri Subhash Jagtap, Administrative

: Officer of the Sai Sansthan revealed that there was no Urdu

- version of the Satcharita available anywhere. Thus it became

" clear to me that if I wanted to enjoy the Satcharita in Urdu, I
would have to translate it myself. When I laid this proposition
before Shri Jagtap, he welcomed the idea and offered to rerider
every assistance in publishing the manuscript. Shri D.M.
Sukthankar I.A.S. (Retd.) Chairman of the Shri Sai Sansthan
also blessed the proposition.

It did cross my mind later that in embarking on this
ambitious enterprise, I had probably bitten off more than I
could chew. I just did not possess the literary skills or the
intellectual acumen. But the die was cast. It also occured to
me that if Baba had fired me with this idea, he would also see

me through.
I started the work there and then giving the title “SAB-

KA- MALIK-EK” to the book. I could finish only a few pages
at Shridi and had to return to Jammu. With great love and
patience, I pursued with the arduous task, trying to retain
the spirit of the original and finished it in about one year.
Thus it was on Guru Purnima of 1999 that I was able to present
the completed manuscript to Shri D.M. Sukhthankar in
presence of distinguished trustees of the Santsthan. They were
highly pleased with the work, but rightly felt that it would be
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Om Sai Ram
INTRODUCTION

Sai Baba of Shirdi occupies a pride of place in the galaxy
of saints and incarnations who have appeared in the sacred
country of Bharat. It is thus that God redeems His pledge
made in the Bhagwat Gita that he will incarnate whenever
unrighteousness swamps the world, in order to protects those
treading the path of rectitude and to destroy the evil-doers.

The life of an incarnation of God is full of deep mystery.
It is as wide as the blue sky and as deep as the wayward
‘ocean. It is given only to a fortunate few to be able to delve
into the depths of the mystery and brinlg back the pearls of
wisdom for distribution among the seckers and devotees. Sant
Jnaneshwar has rightly said that the Lord loves those who
write the narratives of the lives of saints. One such blessed
soul was Shri Govind R. Dabholkar(Hemand Pant) who wrote
the immortal classic ‘Sai Satcharita’ in Marathi Language
on the life and teaching of Sai Baba. Shri Nagesh Vasudev
Gunaji translated it in English.

It was on a Guru Purnima Day in July, 1998, that I had
gone to Shirdi. As I prostrated in reverence before Baba’s
Samadhi, my eyes caught the Urdu inscription on the third
step: “786 Wafat Baba 9 Moharam 1918 “ Sikandar Hayat”.
(lossCa02 £8 Ly 2AY). As T hail from Kashmir and have been
nurtured on Urdu from my early childhood, this inscription
immediately kindled a desire in my heart to read the Sai
Satcharitain the Urdu language. But however hard 1 searched
in the book shop and library of the Sansthan and in the Shirdi
bazar, I could not lay my hands on such a book.
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